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P The Spanish output of mercury comes almost en*tirel‘.y from one deposit,
in the provincc of Ciudad Real, whlclh is the largest known deposit 1n
contains the richest known ores, &velra.glnv cix to|elght per cent merc

194D Lo 194N, |

| \ )
consists of thr elc almost, parallel ore bodies, trending east nd

T The Almadcn deposit
weat =23 standing vertically side L/J| side. BEach PTmbraces a portion 01‘7 a bed o' quartzite

lmpre m&ted with cinnabar. The beds of quartzite jare sepurated by beds of slate. Thuc
immediate enclosing rock is & brecoia of Sillurian age.
The ore bodies tend to be swall und highly 1rregul‘_ar. Both surface apd undergz-ound
mining methods are used, the latter Ibeing the more popular. In general mining methroiz
are the same as for ores of ather types. At the Alma.d.en mine, one impor‘taut dcpd.r*urr
i3 the elaborate use of masoury for usupports :Lnstea.d of timber It s claimed that more
men are used for quarrying rock and building stone walls than Ior mininz,_, ore.

(W3]

i, At Almaden, the ore 1s crushed and then fLreated by two different methods. In one procacs.
thie ore is mixed with metallic iron :or lime to con;lbine with the sulfur and free the
mercury as metal. 'he mixture is heated in furnaces to 400°C with air excluded. In the

Lhe ore is heated andl air admltted‘ The sulfur is com‘rerted to sulfur

othwer process
the furnace gases from which it is

dioride and t,hc mercury escapes in vapor form with
condensed.

The Almaden mine is under governn-ent‘ control,

‘ The fextent of reserves are the subject of contlicting reports. They undoubtedly Will
support average production for many years.
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